
 1 ARB Minutes 12/19/07 

Minutes 

Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Wednesday December 19, 2007  

 
Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm, Wednesday December 19, 2007, at the Municipal 
Building Mount Kisco, New York. 
 
Members Present:      Chairman Kevin Kelly 

    Nancy Abramson    
    Bruce Hartleben 

    Anne Houck 

     
Members Absent:  None 

  

Staff Present:  None    
      

Staff Absent:  Austin Cassidy 
 

Minutes: 

 
Chairman Kelly: Does someone wish to make a motion on the minutes for October 17, 
2007? 
 
Anne Houck: I motion that we accept the minutes from October 17, 2007 as presented. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes 
 
Anne Houck: Aye on the motion. 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye on the second. 
Nancy Abramson: Aye 
Chairman Kelly: Aye 
 
Nancy Abramson: I motion that we accept the minutes of November 21, 2007 as 
presented. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Aye on the motion 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye on the second 
Anne Houck: Abstained  
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
Returning Cases: None 

 
New Cases: 

 

Chairman Kelly: The first item on the agenda is the Boys and Girls Club Teen Center 
 
 1.  Boys & Girls Club Teen Center   Case #07-62 
      337 Main Street      Signage 

      Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

    John Oliva, representing the applicant 
 

John Oliva: Merry Christmas. What they would like to do at the center is that they have 
taken the second floor of the building above the cleaners. There is an existing electrical 
sign. That was used on the previous tenant. According to the proposed code the box will 
go away for that zone. That zone also requires that is can’t be taller that 18 inches and 
it can’t be taller than 16 feet to the top of the sign. So now we have an instant design. 
This is what we are left with and of course their logo and they are calling it a Teen 
Center. They said that they have been before this board awhile ago. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Yes, for the dedication of the Dave Feldman Gym. 
 
John Oliva: On one of the drawings I did show where it would go using the 16 foot 
height and the length is the same 120 inches. There is no lighting. If they do have 
lighting they will have to come back.  
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Bruce Hartleben: Is this the entrance?  
 
John Oliva: This is the entrance on the side. There is no front entrance. 
 
Anne Houck: They are not going to have any signage on the side?  
 
John Oliva: No, but they did ask about lettering on the door. They want to put the logo 
and the hours. This is just one proposed sign in the existing space. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: That is as high as it can go? I still have not read the proposed 
regulations.  
 
Nancy Placona: 16 feet is the restriction.  
 
John Oliva: I think it would look better if it were a little higher, if it was even with the 
bottom of the window. There are going to be cases like that where it is going to look a 
little off. Right now it is 17’.6” to the bottom. It is not much of a difference, and then the 
height is cut down so it looks a lot lower. 
 
Anne Houck: Was there any thought given into placing it on the side of the building by 
the door?  
 
John Oliva: I knew you would think of that.  
 
Anne Houck: Was there discussion? 
 
Chairman Kelly: It is screaming out to be there. 
 
Nancy Abramson: You can’t see it. 
 
John Oliva: I think it would look good there, but it is the kind of thing you don’t see it as 
much and from the other direction you would not see it at all. 
 
Anne Houck: Coming from the hospital you would see it there very well, but coming 
from the other direction you would not see it at all. 
 
John Oliva: I also think that there is a letter height with the new code proposal. I believe 
it is 9”. That actually works out. 
Anne Houck: I motion that accept the proposal as presented. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes as presented. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the motion. 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the second. 
Nancy Abramson: Aye. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye 
 
 2. Subway       Case #07-63 

     309 N. Bedford Rd     Signage 
     Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

     John Oliva, representing the applicant 
 
John Oliva: Subway has a color change. They are going green on their signs. We would 
like to put a new insert in the existing electrical sign. This is what it use to look like. This 
was the sketch and they are removing that, green white and yellow. I believe there is 
something in the new ordinance regarding letter height. I wasn’t sure if it was that side 
of the road or the other like Blockbuster where you have a building setback. I think the 
maximum there is much greater. I think there was something about 16 inches for this 
location. 
 
Chairman Kelly: They are reusing the existing box? Same location, same size? 
 
John Oliva: Correct. 
 
Anne Houck: It is set back? 
 
Nancy Abramson: It is not over a ridge. 
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John Oliva: I believe it said back 50 feet. It said for locations between 75-150 feet.  
 
Anne Houck: It is also a busy commercial zone. 
 
John Oliva: Also the new ordinance is very liberal in this area. You have a maximum 
letterhead of 20 inches and I don’t find that very forgiving for that building. It sounds 
like it would be for a bigger building like a strip mall. 
 
Anne Houck: I move that we accept the Subway sign as it was presented. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes on the motion to approve. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the motion 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the second. 
Nancy Abramson: Aye 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
 3. 309 N. Bedford Road     Case #07-64 

     Rear Bldg Directory     Signage 
     309 N. Bedford Rd 

     Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

    John Oliva, representing the applicant 
 

John Oliva: This actually has to do with the tenants in the back. The existing sign that 
is there now is illegal and it has been there for awhile. One of the persons wanted to put 
up a sign there that took over the car rental. Austin mentioned that the sign was illegal 
and that was the end of it. It seems that some of the tenants want more representation 
than others. Some don’t care. I know that there are a few tenants back there. I looked 
on the property map to see the existing pole that is there and that it is within the 
property line and not impeding on parking spots. I don’t know what it was maybe a 
light. I don’t think it was a sign. That seemed like a good place to get some visibility for 
the tenants. There is a sign similar to this across the street. I think there is a spa there.  
 
Nancy Abramson: It is Epidavoris and SoundView.  
 
Anne Houck It is that area.   
 
John Oliva: The existing sign that is there will go away and it is not even on their own 
property. 
 
Chairman Kelly: This whole piece of property is a mismatch. 
 
Anne Houck: This existing pole would come out and be replaced by this directory sign? 
 
John Oliva: Yes. 
 
Nancy Abramson: What is this? (Viewing of the photos) 
 
John Oliva: That is a traffic pole. I am trying to use the existing white post and cut it 
down. There is also something about height. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Tell us a little bit about the sign. 
 
John Oliva: In terms of fabrication it is a cabinet and looks like this. In terms of color it 
is bronze and it will be a directory to show who is back there. 
 
Nancy Abramson: How many people are back there? 
 
John Oliva: There are four shops.  
 
Nancy Abramson: There is the auto wholesaler. 
 
John Oliva: There is the moving company, auto repair and two others that I am not 
quite sure what they do. There are only four businesses back there. 
 
Anne Houck: This sign is essentially a directory for their tenants? 
 
John Oliva: Not for the people in the front of the building. They have a number sign. I do 
want to talk with the landlord to see if we can do something at the same time and 
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improve, but they are not listening. I know in the code there is a height issue and I 
know that this type of sign is allowed. I believe I am under the six feet. It is not that 
big. Does it mean in the future the other one is going to have to be 6 feet? The one that 
says 309? The other pole sign at the other end is taller than 6 feet. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Is it taller than 6 feet?  
 
John Oliva: Yes. 
 
Nancy Placona: They would have to comply. We will be setting up a data base and all 
the signs will have to comply. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Will this be lit?  
 
John Oliva: No. It is all aluminum.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Based on their survey it is on their property. On the assumption that 
the board approves this tonight, I think we should have a note on the approval that the 
other sign has to be removed by completion of the installation of the new signs.  
 
Anne Houck: I motion that the sign at 309 N Bedford Rd be approved as presented with 
the condition of the removal of the existing directory sign. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Second 
 
Board All Ayes on the motion. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the motion 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the second 
Nancy Abramson: Aye. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
 4.  Dunkin Donuts     Case #07-66 

      176 N Bedford Rd     Signage 

      Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 

     James Lash, representing the applicant 

 
James Lash: We have taken a picture of the old sign and we have removed Baskin & 
Robbins from the store. We want to change the face plate back to Dunkin Donuts only. 
Same sign boxes just removing Baskin & Robbins from the sign. 
 
Nancy Abramson: This is not a drive thru?  
 
James Lash: No. There are three signs on the property. One pylon that has two lenses 
back and front, and the one in front of the building. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I remember that we just did this. 
 
James Lash: About three years ago. When we put Baskin’s in and remodeled. Now we 
are staring to do a lot more in the afternoon, like sandwiches and stuff. Dunkin has 
asked me to take Baskin out. 
 
Nancy Abramson: They are no longer serving ice crème? 
 
James Lash: No. We may go back to a soft serve under Dunkin’s brand. They have been 
pulling Baskin’s out in the New England and New York areas, because of size. They 
squeezed them all in and made us go crazy putting them in and now we are taking them 
out. 
 
Anne Houck: How high is this pylon off the ground?  
 
James Lash: I don’t remember. I would have to measure. 
 
Anne Houck: The reason I am asking is that you may have over heard that we are in the 
mist of a signage ordinance change in Mt Kisco. I don’t think that this sign will meet the 
new ordinance.  
 
James Lash: I think the bottom of the sign is probably 11-12 feet.  
 
Anne Houck: That will not meet the requirements. We might be able to work on it. 
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James Lash: Smaller, higher? 
 
Nancy Abramson: Smaller.  
 
James Lash: Lower. 
 
Nancy Abramson: There is going to be a period where everyone is going to transition. I 
think Anne was just letting you know that, if you wanted to think about lowering it now 
you could. Or you could put your new one in and when it gets passed and there will be a 
period of time that you will have to comply. 
 
James Lash: Will the sign change or will you make it come down?  Can I shorten the 
poles? 
 
Nancy Abramson: That is all it would be.  
 
James Lash: The square footage of the sign will not change? 
 
Anne Houck: As long as it meets the code. It looks like the square footage would meet 
the proposed code.  
 
Chairman Kelly: It looks like it would just have to be lowered. 
 
James Lash; I believe it is bolted on. It looks like it could be cut down. 
 
Nancy Abramson: You could do it now or not.  
 
James Lash: The lenses have to be changed regardless. I will ask my sign man. 
 
Nancy Abramson: You should check with Nancy so you can get the maximum height. 
 
Anne Houck: Also to see how cost effective it would be for you to do it now. 
 
Chairman Kelly: It looks like it is bolted down. 
 
James Lash: It actually is and it is two poles and it could be dropped down and re-
welded. 
 
Nancy Placona: You can call me with the existing height and I can let you know how 
high it can be. 
 
James Lash: I will measure it tomorrow. 
 
Anne Houck: We are just trying to give people a heads up. 
James Lash: That is fine. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Under the assumption we are going to approve this tonight, how do we 
go about it? 
 
Nancy Placona: You can approve his signage with the option to lower the height of the 
sign. 
 
James Lash: We are going to have to do it anyway. It is just do I want to do it now. I 
don’t know if it would be easier in the spring. It is easier to work in the spring. At some 
point it will have to be lowered. 
 
Anne Houck: I move that we accept the Dunkin Donuts sign at 176 N. Bedford Rd as 
presented.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes, on the motion to approve. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye on the motion 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye on the second 
Nancy Abramson: Aye 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
 5. Quest Yoga Arts     Case #07-67 

     11-13 Main Street     Signage 
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     Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 
    Susan Draper, applicant 

 
Susan Draper: I opened this business in September. It was formally Sonic Yoga. They 
were there for two years. I am looking to get a sign in the window. We are on the 
second floor. Currently the only sign is on the glass door listing Quest Yoga Arts along 
with the photography studio, and the Karate studio. One of the things that makes it so 
difficult is the building is about 15 feet from the road. When you are standing at the curb 
it is difficult to see that glass door. In fact if you are standing straight on you would only 
see “ga Arts”, because the bicycle building juts out WE do get a lot of phone calls people 
looking for us and not knowing where our location is. We definitely need a sign. WE did 
measure the window and when I called I was told that down the road the 
recommendation would be 25% of the window. Although that was not the current 
situation I might as well go ahead and work with that. We did that and this is the width 
of each window. One would have the Quest Yoga. It would be the width of the window 
but the height would be 25%. The other window would have the logo and the phone 
number. If you are driving it is still is going to be difficult being that it is on the second 
floor. It is not that easy to look up being that it is very congested. For that reason we 
put in the packet a proposed sign for the post. The Karate Studio has the front. To 
conform to that and match what was there. We would make it look nice. I did a sign with 
the same measurements same height, width and this would be on the other side of the 
post.  
 
Nancy Placona: Not to long ago the Boxing studio and the Karate Studio were before you 
and they have not made a decision as to what kind of signage they want to use. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Talk to me again where the graphics of this is going. 
 
Susan Draper: That was for the window. In the middle two windows.  
 
Chairman Kelly: What about second floor signage? 
 
Nancy Placona: You can’t have it on the outside of the building.  
 
Susan Draper: This would be on the inside the window.  
 
Nancy Abramson: That is why she is doing the window because she can’t put it on the 
outside of the building. 
 
Nancy Placona: She can use the window but follow the guidelines of 25%. 
 
Nancy Abramson: The problem is when you are on a second floor you can’t put a sign on 
the second floor on the outside of the building.  
 
Chairman Kelly: We have 25% coverage. We are looking for two graphics or signs 
upstairs and the one on the post. Do we take them individually or all as one? 
 
Nancy Abramson: Let’s start with the window. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Any comments? 
 
Bruce Hartleben: I think that the window sign is fine.  
 
Anne Houck: I don’t think that there is any other way to get a visible sign. In principle I 
have problems with it. 
 
Chairman Kelly: My only concern is that you might not be able to read this graphic up 
there.  
 
Susan Draper: At the end of October we printed “Quest Yoga Arts’” at Kinko’s and stuck 
it in there. You can read it from the ground. It is not ideal and if you are in your car it is 
very hard to look up and be driving and read the sign up there.  
 
Nancy Abramson: That comes with the territory when you are on a second floor.  
 
Susan Draper: That is correct. It is better than nothing. It was something in the two 
years with the prior studio was there, over and over again it came up that people did not 
know where we are. I think that they did put a sign in one of the windows. They never 
had a nice sign properly made for the window.  
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Chairman Kelly: The second is the post sign.  
 
Susan draper: When I met with my landlord he suggested that. As we were standing 
outside he said that you don’t really see the glass door. The tile shop awning blocks the 
glass door entrance. His thought was to use the post. What I tried to do was to make it 
look fine next to the karate sign so that it was not something completely out of another 
realm.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Your landlord is the tile store. The karate studio is the Indian 
restaurant? 
 
Susan Draper: No his landlord is also the tile man. We are all in the same building.  
Nancy Abramson: What about the chicken place? He is the tile man also? 
 
Susan Draper: No, that is the building to the right.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Can the tile guy give you the corner of his valance?  
 
Susan Draper: We did not talk about that.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I am just concerned as to how many signs we are accruing for the 
second floor.  
 
Chairman Kelly:  We were talking at one time sharing the sign of “Passage to India” with 
“PT Country Kitchen”.  
 
Susan Draper: It is the tile shop and then Pt Country Kitchen and then the Passage to 
India.   
 
Nancy Abramson: I confused it with the boxing place. 
 
Nancy Placona: The boxing place shares the doorway in Passage to India. 
 
Susan Draper: So this post that you are looking at is right next to Bicycle World. In fact 
you do not have this side because it is right next to the bicycle store. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Does anyone recall that we did this karate studio? 
 
Nancy Placona: That applicant is on hold because we do not know how the new 
guidelines are going to affect that second floor signage. Until a decision with the column 
sign, I put them on hold until we get a better idea of the guidelines that are coming 
forward. This is an applicant that did apply but they are on hold. This is a tough spot 
because the businesses that are on the second floor loose exposure. Not that you did 
not know that going into your business.  That is the unfortunate part. 
 
Susan Draper: It will be hard enough breaking even on the second floor. I would not be 
able to afford rent on the first floor. 
 
Anne Houck: The karate sign is also under discussion as well. One option that might be 
considered is to have a sign for the karate and Quest Yoga on the face of the post 
 
Chairman Kelly: Like a directory sign for everybody?  
 
Anne Houck: So that it is more obvious directly on the street and combine both second 
floor businesses. The sign that they are currently occupying is not written in stone. We 
could discuss it for more visibility for you and them. It will not be as large but it would 
be a less cluttered façade which is our concern.  
 
Nancy Abramson: We do not want to set a president where we start giving people the 
option to this on the front and this. That is the whole premise of a directory sign you can 
see who is in the building. 
 
Anne Houck: The advantage for you is that it would be on the front of the building at 
grade level and directly out onto Main Street rather than under the awning. 
 
Susan Draper: Yes it is only visible when you are walking toward the parking lot. 
 
Anne Houck: Yes the posts block it. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Are there other tenants on the second floor? 
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Susan Draper: There is one other tenant and that is the photographer. 
 
Nancy Abramson: So is he going to come and say that he wants a sign. 
 
Chairman Kelly: It would all have to be a part of this directory sign. 
 
Anne Houck: I think that we are headed towards a directory sign.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Unfortunately the tile store has monopolized that whole façade.  
 
Nancy Abramson: They put that up without our approval.  
 
Chairman Kelly: In the interest of the applicant we need to break this out.  
We can do the windows tonight and give you the direction to go back to your landlord 
and the other tenants for a directory sign on the post that would include all second floor 
tenants. They would have to come back. 
 
Nancy Placona: She can come back and if all the tenants are interested she can amend 
this application.  
 
Susan Draper: What would be the size of the directory?  
 
Nancy Placona: We can put this on hold until you have discussion with everyone. 
 
Chairman Kelly: We don’t want it any larger than what is there. 
 
Susan Draper: Right now it is 14” by 50” high. That is not including the piece above it. 
 
Nancy Abramson: We obviously want to make it so they all work together. They need to 
keep it the same color same background. 
 
Susan Draper: WE can keep the black and white instead of introducing color. 
 
Nancy Abramson: You could. What we are saying is that we do not want one person’s 
directory being pink and another orange. We are looking for them to be uniform. Did you 
go to a sign person for this? 
 
Susan Draper: I went to an advertising person that worked with a sign person.  I am 
also working with a list of names staring in January within a five mile radius.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Let’s make a motion for the window signs. I think that we gave you 
some direction and what the board thinks as far as the directory sign. 
 
Anne Houck: I move that the window signs on the second floor for “Quest Yoga Arts” be 
approved as presented, stipulating that they take up no more than 25% of the interior 
window space.  
Nancy Abramson: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes on the motion to approve. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye on the motion 
Nancy Abramson: Aye on the second. 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
 6. Neil Carnow      Case #07-68 

     487 E. Main Street     HVAC Units 
     Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 

    Neil and Ian Carnow representing the applicant 
 
Ian Carnow: We are here for the 487 E. Main Street building. We are looking for an 
approval for a new HVAC unit on the roof. Would you like me to give a little history of 
the project?  
 
Nancy Abramson: Sure. 
 
Ian Carnow: What you see here is the existing center which had the D’Agostino Carpet 
and the UPS store and the Rainbow Wok. We were in front of you before for the façade 
work which I think you can see is mostly completed. The old D’Agostino original portion 
the roof needed to be replaced. This is a photograph of the old roof conditions there. As 
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you can see it was quite a bit lower than the newer building that they had built next to it 
and it was a little questionable. We have rebuilt the roof and built it up to the level of 
the other roof in addition to the other improvements that we have made on the building. 
There was no HVAC unit on that excising roof over D’Agostino Carpet. So we now would 
like to place a new unit here where previously we had that sunken roof we now have one 
consistent roof surface. We would like to add that one unit to take care of that one end 
tenancy. We have four existing units on the building previously. In this photograph you 
can see roughly in the center of the building. Two were for the Rainbow Wok space and 
one was for the UPS store and one for the D’Agostino space. We have replaced the ones 
at the Rainbow Wok with two brand new units in the same location. UPS has the same 
unit in the same location. We have replaced this unit with a new unit in the same 
location. It is the unit on the end that is a new and new location.  
 
Chairman Kelly: This is a whole new building. 
 
Ian Carnow: Yes we took it down to the foundation. 
 
Chairman Kelly: This is major remodeling.  
 
Ian Carnow: Yes. 
 
Neil Carnow: When we did the demolition we found it. There was almost no structure in 
there and there was no foundation to the building. That was the portion that was 
originally built in 1920. We had to build a new building there.  
 
Ian Carnow: These are some photographs of the existing façade. As you can see 
virtually from any position on Main Street, in the park in the parking lot approaching the 
building. You couldn’t see the original HVAC units on the roof. As you can see from this 
photograph here there was barely any parapet to that. The roof is basically at the level 
of the fascia. Since we are not proposing to put the unit any closer to any of the façade 
and it is in line with the other units and the new units are smaller than the ones that 
were there previously. We feel that the visual impact should be none on the building. 
 
Anne Houck: the height of the replacement façade is the same height as the previous? 
 
Ian Carnow: Yes, as is the roof.  
 
Chairman Kelly: My only question to that is and going back to Mt Kisco Medical Group 
when they replaced theirs. We were concerned about across the street you could see it 
because of the elevation change. 
 
Ian Carnow: This is a shot from TJ Maxx. They have a lot of plantings there so it is 
difficult to see across there as well.  
 
(Inaudible opening plans) 

 
Chairman Kelly: Is that from the street or from their parking lot? 
 
Ian Carnow: That is from their parking lot. 
 
Anne Houck: They are about six feet up.  
 
Ian Carnow: That shot is taken from the stairs in their parking lot. Just for your 
information we put the schematic information on here to show how far away you would 
have to be before you see the top of the unit. It is about 87 feet and 100 feet or more.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I really do not have a problem with this. Are they the same model same 
size same tonnage? 
 
Ian Carnow: They are smaller. They are the same tonnage but newer and at least the 
same size and updated and more efficient.  
 
Chairman Kelly: do we have a motion? 
 
Anne Houck: I move that we accept the HVAC unit on the roof of 487 E. Main Street as 
presented. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Second. 
 
Nancy Placona: Please make note that you will be in touch with the building department 
before any of the units go on, to make sure safety and construction procedures are 
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followed. Notify the department when the crane arrives so all safety issues can be 
addressed. 
 
Anne Houck: Our approval is just about the appearance.  
 
Ian Carnow: Correct. 
 
Nancy Placona: Just contact the building department when the installation is going to 
take place. 
 
Ian Carnow: I believe they have done that with the previous units. 
 
Board All Ayes on the motion to approve.  
Anne Houck: Aye, on the motion 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the second 
Nancy Abramson: Aye 
Chairman Kelly: Aye 
 
 7. Kenneth Patterson     Case #07-65 

     25 Spring Street     Alterations 

     Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 

    Kenneth Patterson, representing the property owner  

 
Kenneth Patterson: I represent Michael Monaco from 25 Spring Street. The concept 
behind the alterations is currently it is a two family residence and Mr. Monaco is a 
resident of Mt. Kisco. They are getting elderly and has recently had a triple by pass and 
his wife has had hip replacement. He would like to have everything all on one level. He 
is going to move out of the house that he currently lives in and occupy the first floor of 
this residence here. To make it adequate for his needs he would like to put in an 
addition on the rear of the building to become a kitchen and dining area for his family.  
 
Nancy Abramson: This is very neat when you see these maps from January 20 1908.  
 
Kenneth Patterson: At one point there was a side entryway which right now is blocked 
off. We want to make that the main entryway to his area into the house. The front entry 
will be for the residence upstairs. 
(Inaudible plans being opened) Currently we are making this a bedroom and making 
it as handicap assessable as we can. Just in case they become wheelchair bound in the 
future.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Are you moving the kitchen? 
 
Kenneth Patterson: The kitchen is very small area. She loves to cook, so she needs a 
bigger kitchen. There is only one kitchen and this kitchen is being removed. The 
bathroom is going where the current kitchen is and the bath where the laundry will be, 
so everything is self contained. 
 
Chairman Kelly: We need to talk a little bit about materials.  
 
Kenneth Patterson: This is the color of the new roof they put on. It is a pewter gray, 
timberline architectural 30. This is a sample of the existing siding which we are 
proposing to match. This is the current elevation of the front of the house.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Where is the second apartment entrance? 
 
Kenneth Patterson: You enter through the front door. One door is on each side of the 
front porch.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Is the house split in half? 
 
Kenneth Patterson: No there is an upstairs and downstairs. There is a secondary 
entrance that is locked up which he would like to use as his main entrance. He is the 
primary user of the driveway and we will have a ramp going up to the back door.  
 
Anne Houck: Enter directly into the family room. 
 
Kenneth Patterson: Correct. That is the concept behind this whole design to make it 
livable for him and his wife. We are proposing any changes to the front of the building or 
any color changes. The town engineer recommended that I come before your board.  
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Chairman Kelly: Everything is interior at the moment short of which is the only thing 
that is not on here and that is the ramp.  
 
Kenneth Patterson: The grade is going to be raised in the back of the house. 
 
Chairman Kelly: That is how you are going to gain associability?  
 
Kenneth Patterson: Yes. We are going to put a patio on the back of the house. The stairs 
are going to stay the same. No ramp. And this is in the rear of the building off the 
driveway. 
 
Chairman Kelly: This is in the rear of the house? 
 
Nancy Abramson: This is all in the back of the house. 
 
Nancy Placona: The engineer suggested that he come before your board for a review, 
and that you were aware this change was taking place and they were making it handicap 
assessable. He was not changing anything on the exterior front, but the engineer 
advised him that this come before you for your review.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I commend him on his design board showing us very clearly what the 
materials are. Is there a motion? 
 
Anne Houck: I move that we accept the renovations at 25 Spring Street as presented. 
 
Kenneth Patterson: The owner was not happy that we had to come before the board. 
 
Chairman Kelly: You would have had to submit your plans and materials anyway. 
 
Kenneth Patterson: We made a building permit submission back in the summertime. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes on the motion 
 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the motion 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the second 
Nancy Abramson: Aye. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
 8. Jeffrey & Rebecca Cerutti    Case #07-70 
    2 Washburn Road             Alteration/Additions  

    Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
 

    Jeffrey Cerutti, applicant 

 
Jeffrey Cerutti: There are two things that we would like to do to our house. When you 
look at the front at the existing side porch, it is falling apart so we would like to replace 
that and in the back we want to extend our kitchen and build a screened in porch. If you 
turn the page you will se the footprint of what we are doing. The screened in porch we 
are not changing the footprint at all. It is on stilts and basically you can only go back 
there two seasons and we wanted to make it more functional. We want to move on the 
interior basis the laundry and bathroom back there. Right now the way it is set up the 
back of the house is where you enter all the time. That is where the driveway is. The 
footprint of the wood deck is already there. It is the seasonal room on the side. There is 
a little bit of an extension going out. There is little deck that we want to extend there 
about six feet out. We want to bring the kitchen out about a foot and half and then when 
you walk into the back of the house there is a powder room and laundry room and you 
have these three doors constantly knocking into each other. We want to move that to 
the side room and make it a little more functional.  From the front there are no changes.  
 
Anne Houck: (Viewing the plans) This is just more enclosed. 
 
Jeffrey Cerutti: The only difference is the foundation on the bottom. Right now it is just 
lattice. On the side the two rooms that are there we wanted to put transients in. Right 
now there is double hung and we wanted the transients. Right now we are on a corner 
lot so what ends up is there are shades there and they are always shut. We figured with 
the transients they could be opened and if is a laundry or bath it is not that big of a 
deal. You can see the picture below at what the screened in porch would look like.  
 
Anne Houck: Explain the graphics here. The screened opening is that solid? 
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Jeffrey Cerutti: That is where the fireplace will be. It will be a gas fireplace and I have a 
picture if you would like to see it. The siding and roof materials will all match the 
existing. The existing conditions are on the last page. You can see our dilemma we have 
when you walk into the back of the house withal the doors banging into each other. We 
also need more closet space and obviously we need to build a bigger kitchen.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Nancy, on the seasonal porch would they have to apply for a variance 
because of the setbacks? 
 
Nancy Placona: The engineer will review the building application and at that time if there 
was an issue with the set backs a letter of denial would be issued and that would flag 
the applicant to go to the ZBA. 
 
Jeffrey Cerutti: We were told as long as we keep the existing footprint basically we 
would be fine. 
 
Anne Houck: We do have set back regulations and you are expanding the footprint. On 
the back that would not be a problem. 
 
Jeffrey Cerutti: For all intensive purposes we are taking down that porch and recreating 
it in the same location. We want the deck in the back to match the one in the front. 
Right now it is pressure treated wood with the railings that are far apart. We want to 
bring the railings closer what they call a one and one and put a nicer pressure treated 
wood. I can show you photo if you would like to see them. 
 
Anne Houck: Can we see them? 
 
Jeffrey Cerutti: Sure. From a porch stand point it is more along the lines of this. 
(Viewing of photos) We are going to use a Brazilian mahogany. 
 
Anne Houck: Epeg is what it is called. I know someone that just used it and said it is a 
very hard wood, and difficult to work with. 
 
Chairman Kelly: There is a synthetic out now that looks just like Epeg and not 
inexpensive and stays perfect forever. 
 
Jeffrey Cerutti: We have used it before and we have been very happy with it.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Any other questions?  
 
Anne Houck: I motion that the additions and alterations to the Cerutti residence be 
approved as presented. 
 
Bruce Hartleben: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes on the motion to approve. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the motion 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the second 
Nancy Abramson: Aye 
Chairman Kelly: Aye. 
 
 9. 681 E. Main Street     Case #07-69 
     681 E. Main Street     Alterations 

     Mount Kisco, New York 10549 

 
Ira Grandberg, architect, Karl Navarro, architect, John Bainlardi, applicant, and 

Andrew Fiore,   

 
Ira Grandberg: We are basically taking a building known to everyone here in town. I 
believe it was Calico Corners and then a pet store. It is in a state of disrepair. It has a 
rotted wooden canopy in the front. It needs some structural intervention and façade 
intervention. What we have done is basically and the scope of our proposal is to 
renovate and improve the exterior façade do interior demising for future rental. The 
scope of this is to show you our intentions are with the building. These pictures show the 
building proper and I think in your file we gave you color copies of the rest. There is a 
color elevation.  
 
Inaudible plans being opened.  
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Ira Grandberg: Basically what our analysis indicated and you know it is a very long kind 
on monotonous building and that corner is so important. We felt since the owners are 
hopefully lease the building to two tenants only, we could use that to create two nodes 
at either end of the building, which would establish a scale variant to the existing parfait 
height. What we are proposing is to use quality materials. We are going to have a pre-
cast bulk head below the new storefronts. New brick façade which would involve putting 
in extended footing on the building and a pre-cast cornice as opposed  to a built up 
wood cornice that many buildings in town have, that do not last long. We are also 
proposing to put in a copper naturally aging copper canopy at the corners of the building 
to reinforce the scale and entrance as far as the vehicular traffic goes. The site itself 
slopes off quite substantially so that there is a foot and a half difference between the 
floor in this corner and the main floor. This does not lend itself very easily to put 
entrances on the corner. So what we have done is come up with a modulated storefront 
that allows us the have the entrance way symmetrically around the façade, so that we 
can work with future signage. The way we are proposing the future signage even though 
this is not a signage application is that we want to have a rolex of brick around a 
framing element so that signage can be put in the façade as opposed to being glued to 
it. The most important detail to look at is building section 3. Basically this is what the 
front will be. If you look at the right hand side of the elevation you will see a partial 
section of where we want to put signage blocks. We are also creating a band course of 
bricks over the storefronts. We are changing the aluminum work so that we have a 
better scale of window. We are having stone bulkheads below are pre-cast. Basically we 
are rebuilding the whole façade of the building and if you look at the site plan we have 
made a gesture to put all the air conditioning units behind the façade. If you drive up 
through the lower side of Lexington to the building this will be the highest part of the 
parfait which will screen the units. We did not want to stick them in the middle of the 
building or in the back. We thought they would be less visible and screened. What we 
have done and this is based technically an actual unit that the engineer specked out and 
you cane see by the parfaits and where they are located that they will be screened in 
that location. That was an attempt on out part to mitigate that issue. WE are dealing 
with a new façade a new storefront. In order to achieve these storefront and I might add 
we are not just renovating the front we are actually creating a new building. We could of 
just left the storefronts where they are. WE are attempting to do this a little nicer and a 
better scale. 
 
Chairman Kelly: You say your ultimate goal is two tenants? I am just looking at the 
space and you coming back to rework the façade and space for an additional for a third.  
 
Ira Grandberg: As of today just two. 
 
Chairman Kelly: I am just looking at flexibility for yourselves.   
 
John Binlardi: There is always the potential. Our first goal was to try and find one 
tenant. For management purposes and that turned out to be a little bit of a chore than 
we anticipated. Most of the tenants that are out there and can use the whole building 
wanted a bigger building or wanted us to knock down the building and create a larger 
one.  
 
Chairman Kelly: I do like the idea of insetting the signs and I would hate to see in two or 
three years and come back because marketing issues have changed we need to modify 
our building and have someone hooked on. This is just food for thought.  
 
Ira Grandberg: We could create the insert. Each store front could have that insert. 
 
Chairman Kelly: Storefront materials?  
 
Ira Grandberg: Anodized aluminum.  
 
Chairman Kelly: The light cuts?  
 
Ira Grandberg: You can tell by that we haven’t chosen a light yet but we would like to 
put sconces with up and down lighting. We want to also put signage lighting that we did 
bring a cut of. It will be gooseneck lighting. We are not applying for a signage 
application. 
Nancy Placona: As a foot note to your lighting there is an illumination guideline that is 
before our board of Trustees, so you would want to come to the Building Department to 
get a copy of that. 
 
Ira Grandberg: So we will comply with that. We are putting a load bearing façade so we 
will use a pre-cast parfait verses the stucco. WE have chosen brick because it is a 
substantial material.  
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Anne Houck: What is the depth of the reveal?  
 
Ira Grandberg: 8-9 inches. WE have illuminated the entire overhang, but we wanted to 
define the storefront. WE did not want a slick façade and wanted some shadow lines. To 
the owners credit this has affected them financially to go the extra mile with this. The 
rest of the building will be California stucco which is on the sample board. That will tie in 
with the masonry so it is not just white colored stucco but it is also structural stucco.  
 
Chairman Kelly: Any questions? 
 
Anne Houck: I move that the building at 681 E. Main Street be accepted as presented.  
 
Bruce Hartleben: Second. 
 
Board All Ayes on the motion to approve. 
 
Anne Houck: Aye, on the motion 
Bruce Hartleben: Aye, on the second 
Nancy Abramson: Aye. 
Chairman Kelly: Aye 
 
Nancy Placona: In your packets as an FYI to our discussion regarding Burger King. They 
have complied and I will send them a letter regarding his compliance. 
 
Anne Houck: The signage regarding the Tano sale. I read the letter and they just have 
to comply with this correct.  
 
Nancy Placona: We had a very short window to act on this request, so what you received 
in your packets was the conditions of their approval. There is a time limit on signage.  
 
Nancy Abramson: The karate Tae Kwan Do still has signage in every window. 
 
Nancy Placona: I will look into this but I do see that the signage is not affixed to the 
window. 
 
Anne Houck: Motion to adjourn 
 
Nancy Abramson: Second. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:45 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted By, 
 
Nancy Placona 
Board Secretary 
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